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The hounds at nearer diftance hoarfely bay'd’. 

The hunter clofe purfu’d the vifionary maid ; 

She rent the heav’n with loud laments, imploring aid. 

Dry den s Fables. 

2. [from bay , an indofed place.] Toencompafs about ; to fhut in. 

We are at the flake. 

And bay'd about with many enemies. Shakefp. 'Julius Cafar. 

To Bay. v. a. To follow with barking ; to bark at. 

I was with Hercules and Cadmus once, 

When in the wood of Crete they bay d the bear 
With hounds of Sparta. Shakefp. Midfum. Night's Dream . 

If he fhould do fo. 

He leaves his back unarm’d, the I rench and Welch 
Baying him at the heels. Sbak. Henry IV. 

Bay Salt. Salt made of fca water, which receives its confid- 
ence from the heat of the fun, and is fo called from its brown 
colour. The greateft quantities of this fait are made in France, 
on the coafl of Bretagne, Sainton ge, &c. from the middle of 
May to the end of Auguft, by letting the fea water into fquare 
pits or bafons, where its furface being {truck and agitated by 
the rays of the fun, it thickens at firft imperceptibly, and be- 
comes covered over with a flight cruft, which hardening by 
the continuance of the heat, is wholly converted into fait. 
The water in this condition is fealding hot, and the cryftalli- 
zation is perfected in eight, ten, or at moft fifteen days. Chamb . 

All eruptions of air, though fmall and flight, give found, 
which we call crackling, puffing, fpitting, &c. as in bay fait and 
bay leaves caft into the fire. Bacon's Nat. Hi/lory , N° 123. 
Bay Window . A window jutting outward, and therefore form- 
ing a kind of bay or hollow in the room. 

It hath bay windows tranfparent as barricadoes. 

Sbakefp. Twelfth Night. 
Bay Tarn. A denomination fometimes ufed promifcuoufly with 
woollen yarn. Chambers . 

Ba'yard. n.f. [from bay.] Abayhorfe. 

Ba'yonet. n.f. [bayonette, Fr.J A fhort fword or dagger fixed 
at the end of a musket, by which the foot hold off the horfe. 

One of the black fpots is long and {lender, and refembles a 
dagger or bayonet. Woodward on Fojfils. 

Bayze. See Baize. . 

BDE'LLIUM. n.f ; Hyp-] .An aromatick gum 

brought from the Levant, ufed as a medicine and a perfume. 
Bdellium is mentioned both by the ancient naturalifts and in 
feripture ; but it is doubtful whether any of thefe be the fame 
with the modern kind. Chambers. 

This bdellium is a tree of the bignefs of an olive, whereof 
Arabia hath great plenty, which yieldeth a certain gum, fweet 
to fmell to, but bitter in tafte, called alfo bdelliimi. The He- 
brews take the loadftone for bdellium. Raleigh's Hi/lory. 

To BE. v. n. [This word is fo remarkably irregular, that it is 
neceffary to fet down many of its terminations. 

Prefent. I am , thou art , he is, we are. See. 

com, eapt, 1 p, ajion, Sax. 

Preter. I was, thou wert, he was, we were. See: 
psep, paejie, pap, paepon, Sax. 

The conjunctive mood. 

I be, thou beef, he be, we be. Sec. 
beo, bipc, beo, beon, Sax.] 

1. To have fome certain ftate, condition, quality, or accident; 
as, the man is wife. 

Seventy fenators died 

By their proferiptions, Cicero being one. Shakefp. J. Casfar. 

' pje hath to night been in unufual pleafure. Macbeth . 

Be what thou hop’ft to be, or what thou art , 

Refign to death, it is not worth enjoying. Shakefp. H. VI. 

Be but about 
To fay, fhe’r a goodly lady, and 
The juftice of your hearts will add thereto, 

’Tis pity fheh not honeft, honourable. Shak. Winter's Tale. 
Let them fhew the former things what they be, that we may 
confider them. Ifaiah , xli. 22. 

Therefore be fure, 

Thou, when the bridegroom with his feaftful friends 
Paffes to blifs at the mid hour of night. 

Haft gain’d thy entrance, virgin wife and pure. Par. Reg. 
Is it not eafy to difeern what fuch men would be at. Stilling fl. 
To fay a man has a clear idea of quantity, without knowing 
how great it is, is to fay, he has the clear idea of the number 
of the fands, who knows not how many they be. Locke. 

2. It is the auxiliary verb by which the verb paffive is formed. 
The wine of life is drawn, and the meer lees 
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4. To have fomething by appointment or rule. 
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If all political power be derived only from Adam, and be to 


Is left this vault to brag of. 


Shakefp. Macbeth. 


3. To exift ; to have exiftence. 

The times have been , 

That when the brains were out the man would die. Macbeth. 

Here ceafe, ye pow’rs, and let your vengeance end, 

Troy is no more, and can no more oftend. Dryden. 

All th’ impoffibilities, which poets 
Count to extravagance of loofc defeription, 

Shall fooner be. Rowe's Ambitious Stepmother. 

To be contents his natural defire ; 

He asks no angel’s wing, nor feraph’s fire. Pope's EJf. on M. 
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defeend only to his fucceffive heirs, by the ordinance of God 
and divine inftitution, this is a right antecedent and paramount 
to all government. Locke 

BEACH, n.f The fhore; particularly that part that is dallied 
by the waves ; the ftrand. 

The fifhermen, that walk upon the beach. 

Appear like mice. Shakefp. King tear 

Deep to the rocks of hell, the gather’d beach 
They faften’d, and the mole immenfe wrought on, 

Over the foaming deep. Milton's Par. Loft, b. x. 1. 2 99 
They find the wafhed amber further out upon the beaches and 
fhores, where it has been longer expofed. Woodward on Fojfils . 
Be'ached. adj. [from beach.'] Expofed to the waves. 

Timon hath made his everlafting manlion 
Upon the beached verge of the fait flood ; 

Which once a day, with his embofled froth, 

The turbulent furge fhall cover. Shakefp. Timon. 

Be’achy. adj. [from beach.] Having beaches. 

Other times, to fee 
The beachy girdle of the ocean 

Too wide for Neptune’s hips. Shakefp. Henry IV. 

Be'acon. n.f. [beacon. Sax. from been, a fignal, and becnan, 
whence beckon, to make a fignal.] 

1. Something raifed on an eminence, to be fired on the approach 
of an enemy, to alarm the country. 

His blazing eyes, like two bright fhining fhields, 

Did burn with wrath, and fparkled living fire ; 

As two broad beacons fet in open fields, 

Send forth their flames. Fairy Fjueen, b. i: 

Modeft doubt is called 

The beacon of the wife. Shakefp. Troilus and Crcjfida. 

The king feemed to account of the defigns of Perkin as a 
may-game ; yet had given order for the watching of beacons 
upon the coafts, and eredling more where they flood too thin. 

Bacon's Henry VIL 

No flaming beacons caft their blaze afar, 

The dreadful fignal of invafive war. Gay's Rural Sports 

2. Marks eredled, or lights made in the night, to direCt naviga- 
tors in their courfes, and warm them from rocks, fhallows and 
fandbanks. 

Bead. n.f. [bcabe, prayer, Saxon.] 

1. Small globes or balls of glafs or pearl, or other fubflance, 
flrung upon a thread, and ufed by the Romanifts to count their 
prayers ; from whence the phrafe to tell beads, or to be at one’s 
beads, is to be at prayer. 

That aged dame, the lady of the place. 

Who all this while was bufy at her beads. Fairy l- i. 

Thy voice I feem in every hymn to hear. 

With ev’ry bead I drop too foft a tear. Pope's El. to Joel 

2 . Little balls worn about the neck for ornament. 

With fcarfs and fans, and double change of brav’ry, 
With amber bracelets, beads, and all fuch knav’ry. 

Shakefp. Taming of a Shrew. 

3. Any globular bodies. 

Thy fpirit within thee hath been fo at war, 

That beads of fweat have flood upon thy brow. Sh. H- IV. 
Several yellow lumps of amber, almoft like beads , with 
one fide flat, had fattened themfelves to the bottom. Boyle. 
Bead Tree. [Azedarach.] 

It hath pennated leaves like thofe of the afli ; the flowers 
confift of five leaves, which expand in form of a rofe ; in the 
centre of the flower is a long fimbriated tube, containing the 
ffcyle ; the fruit is roundifh and flefhy, containing a hard fur- 
rowed nut, divided into five cells, each containing one oblong 
broadifh feed. The outfide pulp of the fruit in fome countries 
is eaten ; but the nut is, by religious perfons, bored through, 
and flrung as beads ; whence it takes its name. It produces 
ripe fruits in Italy and Spain. Millar. 

Be'adle. n.f. [bybel. Sax. a meffenger ; bedeau, Fr. bedel, bp. 
bedelle , Dutch.] . 

1. A meffenger or fervitor belonging to a court. • 

2. A petty officer in parifhes, whofe bufinefs it is to punifh pett) 

offenders. 

A dog’s obey’d in office. 

Thou rafeal beadle , hold thy bloody hand : 

Why doll thou lafh that whore ? _ Shakefp. King Lear. 

They ought to be taken care of in this condition, either yf 
the beadle or the magiftrate. Spectator, N ] 3 0, 

Their conjmon loves, a lewd abandon’d pack. 

The beadle's lafh frill flagrant on their back. 'f 1 ' 

Be'adroll. n.f. [from bead' and roll.] A catalogue oi t 0 

who are to be mentioned at prayers. , , 

The king, for the better credit of his efpials abroad, 
ufe to have them curbed by name amongft the beaut 0 0 

kino-’s enemies. Bacoris Henry \ - 

Be'adsman. n.f [from bead mi man,} A man employcJ > 
praying, generally in praying for another. 

An holy hofpital, 





samuel Johnson A Dictionary of the En 



In which feven headfmen, that had vowed all . ^ ^ j 

Their life to fervice of high heaven’s king. Fairy djueen, 
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In thy danger. 

Commend thy grievance to my holy prayer ; . 

For I will be thy beadfman , Valentine. Sh. T. Genii, oj l t? • 

Be'agle. n.f. [big/e , Fr.J A fmall hound with which hares 
are hunted. 

The reft were various huntings. 

The graceful goddefs was array’d in green ; 

About her feet were little beagles feen. 

That watch’d with upward eyes the motions of their queen. 

Dryden' s Fables . 

To plains with well bred beagles we repair* ^ 

And trace the mazes of the circling hare. ± °P C ’ 

BEAK, n.f [bee, Fr. pig , Welch.] 

j. The bill or horny mouth of a bird. 

His royal bird 

Prunes the immortal wing, and cloys his beak. 

As when his god is pleas’d. Shakefp. Cymbcane . 

He faw the^ravens with their horny beaks 
Food to Elijah bringing. Milton s Par. Regained, b. ii. 

The magpye, lighting on the flock. 

Stood chatt’ring with inceffant din. 

And with her beak gave many a knock. Swift. 

2. A piece of brafs like a beak, fixed at the head of the ancient 
gallies, with which they pierced their enemies. 

With boiling pitch another, near at hand, 

From friendly Sweden brought, the beams inftops ; 

Which, well laid o’er, the fait fea waves withftand. 

And fhakes them from the riling beak in drops. Dryden. 

3. A beak is a little fhoe, at the toe about an inch long, turned 
up and fattened in upon the forepart of the hoof. Farrier's D . 

4. Any thing ending in a point like a beak ; as the fpout of a 
cup ; a prominence of land. 

Cuddenbeak, from a well advanced promontory, which en- 
titled it beak, taketh a profpeCt of the river. Carew's Survey. 

Be'aked. adj. [from beak.] Having a beak; having the form 
of a beak. 

And queftion’d every guft of rugged winds, 

That blows from off each beaked promontory. Milton. 

Be'aker. n. f [from beak.] A cup with a fpout in the form of 
a bird’s beak. 

And into pikes and mufqueteers 
Stampt beakers, cups and porringers. Hudibras , cant . ii. 

With dulcet bev’rage this the beaker crown’d, 

Fair in the midft, with gilded cups around. Pope's Odyffey . 

Beal. n.f. [holla, Ital.] A whelk or pimple. 

To Beal. v. n. [from the noun.] To ripen; to gather mat- 
ter, or come to a head, as a fore does. 

BEAM. n. f. [beam, Sax. a tree ; punnebeam, a ray of the fun.] 

1* The main piece of timber that fupports the houfe* 

A beam is the largeft piece of wood in a building, which al- 
ways lies crofs the building or the walls, ferving to fupport 
the principal rafters of the roof, and into which the feet of the 
principal rafters are framed. No building has lefs than two 
beams, one at each head. Into thefe, the girders of the garret 
floor are alfo framed; and if the building be of timber, the 
teazel-tenons of the polls are framed. The proportions of 
beams in or near London, are fixed by a£l of parliament. A 
beam fifteen feet long, muft be feven inches on each fide its 
fquare, and five on the other ; if it be fixteen feet long, one 
fide muft be eight inches, the other fix $ and fo proportionable 

to ^f ir ! en S ths * Builder's Ditt. 

. | he building of living creatures is like the building of a 
timber houfe ; the walls and other parts have columns and 
beams, but the roof is tile, or lead, or ftone. Bacon's N. Hiji. 

He heav d, with more than human force, to move 
A weighty ftone, the labour of a team, 

And rais’d from thence he reach’d the neighb’ring beam.Dryd. 

2. Any large and long piece of timber: a beam muft have more 

length than thicknefs, by which it is diftinguifhed from a 
block. 

But Lycus, fwifter, 

oprings to the walls and leaves his foes behind, 

And (hatches at the beam he firft can find. Dryden' s Mneld. 

3. i hat part of a balance, at the ends of which the feales are fuf- 
pended. 

•tin. r P ° ife tlle cauf * e in J uftIce ’ equal feales, 

Whofe beam Hands fure, whofe rightful caufe prevails 

If fcl.iyh rf.ta f,dn „ ,ta 

ends be both equal, the beam will be in a horizontal fixa- 
tion : but it either the weights alone be equal, or the diftances 

affine, the beam will accordingly decline. Wilk. Mathem. Ma* 

4. i he horn of a flag. ** 

And taught the woods to echo to the ftream 
His dreadful challenge, and his clafhing beam. Denham 

5 ' the hoHes a Chan0t * that piece 0f W00d which mns between 

Juturna heard, and feiz’d with mortal fear, 

-rorc d irom the beam her brother’s charioteer n . / 

6. Among weavers, a cylindrical piece of Wood bdonrinfr^' 

The°s h r :cb is ro]iej 

v 01 I pear VV “ Uke 3 weaver ’ s fan* - Or. xl. 23. 
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7. The fay of light emitted from fome luminous todyj brreSe'V- 
ed by the eye. 

Let them prefent me death upon the wheel. 

Or pile ten hills on the Tarpeian rock. 

That the precipitation might downftretch , 

Below the beam of fight. . Shakefp. Con ol anus. 

Pleafinff, yet cold, like Cynthia’s filver&ww. Dryden . 

As heav’n’s bleft beam turns vinegar to four. Pope. 

Beam of an anchor. The ftraight part or fhank of an anchor* 

to which the hooks are faftened. . . 

Beam Compares. A wooden or braft inilrument, with Aiding 
foekets, to carry feveral {Lifting points, in order to draw cir- 
cles with very lobg radii ; and ufeful in large fttojedlions, for 
drawing the furniture oil wall dials. _ Harris. 

To Beam. v.n. [from the noun.] To emit rays of beams. 

Each emanation of his fires 

That beams on earth, each virtue he infpifes. . Pope& 

Beam Tree. See Wildservice, of which it is a fpecies, 

Be'amy. adj. [from beam.] 

1. Radiant; finning; emitting beams. 

His double-biting axe, and bea?ny fpear ; 

Each asking a gigantick force to rear. Dryden' s Fables 4 

All-feeing fun 1 

Hide, hide in fhameful night, thy beamy head. Smithb 

2. Having horns or antlers. 

Rouzefrom their defert dens the briftledrage 
Of boars, and beamy flags in toils engage. Dryden s Virgih 

Bean, n.f [ faba , Lat.J 

It hath a papilionaceous flower, fucceeded by a long pod, filled 
with large flat kidney-fhaped feeds; the ftalks are firm and 
hollow ; the leaves grow by pairs, and are faftened to a mid- 
rib. The fpecies are, 1 . The common garden Ayw. 2. The 
horfe bean. There are fevefal varieties of the garden beans, 
differing either in colour or fize. The principal forts which 
are cultivated in England, are the Mazagan, the fmall Lifbon* 
the Spanifh, the Tokay, the Sandwich, and Windfor beam. 
The Mazagan bean is brought from a fettlement of the Portu- 
guefe on the coaft of Africa, of the fame name ; and is by far 
the beft fort to plant for an early crop, a great bearer, and al- 
fo an excellent tailed bean. The broad Spanifh, Tokay, Sand- 
wich, and Windfor beans are for the latter crops. Millar. 

His allowance of oats and beans for his horfe was greater than 
his journey required. Swift . 

Bean Caper, [fab ago.] 

The leaves of this plant are produced by pairs upon the fame 
footftalk, and the footftalks grow oppofite at the joints of the 
ftalks ; the cup of the flower confifts of five leaves ; and the 
flowers have alfo five leaves, expanded like a rofe, with {la- 
mina furrounding the ftyle, in the center of the flower cup. 
This ftyle becomes a cylindrical fruit, five cornered, divided 
into five cells, each containing many flat feeds. Millar* 

Bean Trefjel. An herb. 

I o BEAR. v. a. pret. 1 bore, or bare ; part. paff. bore , or born . 
[beopan, bejian, Sax. lair an, Gothick. It is founded as bare » 
as the are in care and dare.] 

1. I his is a woid ufed with fuch latitude, that It is not eafily ex- 
plained. 

We fay to bear a burden, to bear fortow or reproach, to 
bear a name, to bear a grudge, to bear fruit, or to bear chil- 
dren* I he word bear is ufed in very different fenfes; 

^ Watts's Logick. 

2. Jo carry as a burden. 

They bear him upon the fhoulder ; they carry him and fet 
him in his place. Ifaiah , xlvi; 7. 

And Solomon had threefcore and ten thoufand that hare 
burdens. , Kings, v. 15. 

As an eagle ftirreth up her neft, fluttered over her young* 
fpreadeth abroad her wings, taketh them, beareth them on her 

W1 ?S?' r , Deuteronomy, xxxii. 1 1 . 

V\ e fee feme, who, we think, have born lefs of the burden, 
rewarded above ourfelves, Dec 0 j p iet 

3. Jo convey or carry. J 

My meffage to the ghoft of Priam bear 5 
Tell him a new Achilles fent thee there. Dryden* s /Eneid. 

A gueft like him, a I rojan gueft before, y 
I n fhew of friendfhip, fought the Spartan fhore, v 
And ravifh’d Helen from her hufband bore. \ Drvd 

4. To carry as a mark of authority. J 

< I do commit into your hand 
Th unftained fword that you have us’d to bear. 

5- To carry as a mark of diftinftion. ^ ^ 

He may not bear fo fair and fo noble an image of the divine 
glory as the umverfe in its full fyftem. Halc20n g . ef 

His pious brother, fure the beft J 

Who ever bare that name. p. 

The fad fpedlators ftiffen’d with their feats Ur y dm ' 
She fees, and fudden every limb flic fmears • * ( 

.hen each of favage beafts the figure bear's. \ Garth 
His fupreme fpmt or mind will bear it«s r ui * 

when it reprefents the fupreme infinite. 

So we fay, to bear arms in a coat J ‘ F ° 
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6. To 


